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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1 , 2, and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Reifman et al. (USPN 5,917,615). 

3. Regarding claim 1 , Reifman et al. (USPN 5,91 7,61 5) teach a document 
transmission system comprising: 

a. A document data transmission section for producing document data 
(figure 1 , elements 36, 38). 

b. A transmittal letter production section for producing a transmittal letter 
to be attached to the document data (column 20, lines 28-30). 

c. A transmission section for electronically transmitting the document 
data with the transmittal letter attached (figure 1 , element 42). 

d. An additional information storage section in which a plurality of pieces 
of additional information which can be attached to the transmittal letter 
are stored (figure 1 , element 28; column 21 , lines 21-22). 

e. An operation section for selecting an arbitrary one of the pieces of 
additional information from within said additional information storage 
section (column 21, lines 24-32). 
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f. The transmittal letter production section producing a transmittal letter in 
which the additional information selected by said operation section is 
inserted (column 21, lines 24-45). 

4. Regarding claims 2 and 6, Reifman et al. (USPN 5,917,615) teach all the 
limitations as applied to claims 1 and 5, respectively. They further teach means wherein 
the operation section includes a display section for displaying the additional information 
stored in said additional information storage section, and a selection input section for 
arbitrarily selecting the additional information displayed on said display section (column 
21, lines 24-45). 

5. Regarding claim 4, Reifman et al. (USPN 5,917,615) teach all the limitations as 
applied to claim 1 . They further teach additional information registration means for 
additionally storing new additional information into the additional information storage 
section (column 20, lines 61-67). 

6. Regarding claim 5, Reifman et al. (USPN 5,917,615) teach a document 
transmission system including: 

a. A document data transmission section for producing document data 
(figure 1, elements 36, 38), a transmittal letter production section for 
producing a transmittal letter to be attached to the document data 
(column 20, lines 28-30), and a transmission section for electronically 
transmitting the document data with the transmittal letter attached is 
stored (figure 1, element 42), the program causing said document 
transmission apparatus to have: 
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b. An additional information selection function of selecting, from within an 
additional information storage section in which a plurality of pieces of 
additional information which can be attached to the transmittal letter 
are stored, an arbitrary one of the pieces of additional information 
(column 21, lines 24-32). 

c. An additional information insertion function of inserting the selected 
arbitrary one of the pieces of additional information into the transmittal 
letter produced by said transmittal letter production section (column 21 , 
lines 24-45). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 3 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Reifman et al. (USPN 5,917,615). 

9. Regarding claim 3, Reifman et al. (USPN 5,917,615) teach all the limitations as 
applied to claim 2. They further teach means wherein the additional information storage 
section stores a title for each of the pieces of additional information and the display 
section displays at least the titles of the pieces of additional information as a list, and the 
selection input section designates one of the displayed titles to select the additional 
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information and the transmittal letter production section inserts a text of the selected 
additional information into the transmittal letter (column 21, lines 17-32). 

Although the system disclosed by Reifman et al. (USPN 5,917,615) shows 
substantial features of the claimed invention, it fails to disclose specifically means 
wherein a registration number is stored and displayed for each piece of additional 
information. 

Nonetheless, these features are well known in the art and it would have been an 
obvious modification of the system disclosed by Reifman et al. (USPN 5,917,615). 

A person having ordinary skill in the art would have readily recognized the 
desirability and advantages of modifying the system of Reifman et al. (USPN 5,917,615) 
by utilizing registration numbers to identify additional information in addition to titles. 
This is well known in the art and benefits the system by allowing two files to have the 
same name and different registration numbers thus allowing both to exist and be 
displayed. The assignment of random number to data entries is often applied in 
database development to ensure distinct primary keys. 

10. Regarding claim 7, Reifman et al. (USPN 5,917,615) teach all the limitations as 
applied to claim 5. They further teach an additional storage function of storing a title 
and a text of each of the pieces of additional information into an additional information 
storage section and the display function displays at least the titles of the pieces of 
additional information stored in the additional information storage section as a list, and 
the selection function designates one of the displayed titles to select the additional 
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information and the transmittal letter insertion function inserts the text of the selected 
additional information into the transmittal letter (column 21 , lines 17-32). 

Although the system disclosed by Reifman et al. (USPN 5,917,615) shows 
substantial features of the claimed invention, it fails to disclose specifically means 
wherein a registration number is stored and displayed for each piece of additional 
information. 

Nonetheless, these features are well known in the art and it would have been an 
obvious modification of the system disclosed by Reifman et al. (USPN 5,917,615). 

A person having ordinary skill in the art would have readily recognized the 
desirability and advantages of modifying the system of Reifman et al. (USPN 5,917,615) 
by utilizing registration numbers to identify additional information in addition to titles. 
This is well known in the art and benefits the system by allowing two files to have the 
same name and different registration numbers thus allowing both to exist and be 
displayed. The assignment of random number to data entries is often applied in 
database development to ensure distinct primary keys. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Please see the following: 

a. Johnson et al. (USPN 5,282,052) 

b. Cooper et al. (USPN 5,465,167) 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (571)272-3949. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Kevin Parton 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2153 
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